TOWN OF EMPIRE
Monthly Meeting
August 12th, 2026

Chairman Richard Julka called the monthly meeting of the Town Board of the Town of
Empire to order at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, August 12th, 2026, at the Empire town hall.
Notice and agenda of this meeting was sent to the Town's official newspaper, the Reporter,
and a copy is on file with the Town Clerk.

Present at the meeting were Richard Julka Chairman Scott Schnettler and Ted Halbur,
Supervisors, Nicole Pierquet, Town Clerk, Gail Schindelholz, Treasurer,Mike Morgan
Deputy Clerk,Peter Becker, Tom Schindelholz, Trish Schnettler,Rita and Anthony Jessop
Haily Rohlfs, Sara Michelson, B J Runge other town residents.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited

Chairman Richard Julka announced that a quorum was present and asked if there were any
additions or corrections to the minutes. Supervisor Schnettler made a motion to approve
minutes Seconded by Supervisor Halbur all in favor,the July 2026 monthly meeting minutes
were approved.

First on the agenda, to Discuss/Act on Jessop new CSM. Supervisor Schnettler made a
motion to approve the new CSM for the Jessops Seconded by Supervisor Halbur all in
favor,motion passed.

Next on the agenda was to Discuss/Act on a one day picnic license for the Humane Society
held at Ledge Rock. Supervisor Halbur motion to approve the one day license. Supervisor
Schnettler 2nd the motion, all in favor motion passed.

Next on the agenda: Sara and Hailey from Red Cabin to discuss a possible remodel to add
an outside bathroom,and bar to the existing cabin on the pond to be able to expand outdoor
events. The board discussed possible inspections that would be needed and asked Sara and
Hailey to make sure shoreland zoning wouldn’t be an issue.

Next on the agenda: Discuss finding a new permit issuer to replace retiring Peter Becker.
Supervisor Schnettler said he has been in contact with Luke Loehr about the possibility of
taking the new position. Chairman Julka will reach out to him to discuss it further.

Next on the agenda: Discuss/Act data center moratorium/ zoning change. Chairman Julka
discussed putting a moratorium on data centers and asked for residents' input. We can’t stop
them from coming in but we can maybe slow down the process. Residents at the meeting
liked the idea and also asked that we look into solar energy ordinances as well. Chairman
Julka said this subject would be on agendas in the months to come to continue discussion.

Next on the agenda Discuss/Act on Mt Calvary EMS contract. Supervisor Schnettler
motioned to accept option 7 which is based on population and average calls, Supervisor
Halbur 2nd the motion all in favor motion passed.

Next on the agenda: Discuss any Grant updates. We found out we did not get the small
infrastructure grant. We are still waiting to hear on the cyber security grant.



Next on the agenda: Discuss/Act on inoperable/junk cars on 4th St Rd. The board has
driven past the residence individually and didn’t see enough inoperable or unlicensed cars to
prompt any violations. The board asked the clerk to let the complainant know that there isn’t
anything at this time that they feel can be done.

Next on the agenda: Discuss/Act on a deer crossing sign on Artesian and UU. Supervisor
Schenettler was asked about getting a deer crossing sign. The residents know that deer cross
everywhere but wanted to pay for the deer crossing sign and asked that the board consider it.
Supervisor Schnettler motioned to approve the ordering of a deer crossing sign that Rodney
and Jan Immel will pay for. Supervisor Halbur 2nd the motion all in favor motion passed.

Last on the agenda: Discuss the emergency response plan. FDL County has requested we

update our emergency response plan. Clerk Pierquet has asked the board for input. The
board will work on it and we will discuss it at the September meeting.

Report on Town Correspondence

Chairman Julka mentioned putting changing fees for the Plan Commission and
Appeals Board on the September agenda. Clerk Pierquet mentioned that she reached
out to township clerks asking what other towns charge she has had responses from a
few.

Clerk Pierquet mentioned that we need one more plan commissioner and Supervisor
Schnettler had someone in mind for the Clerk to reach out to.

Public comments.
No public comments
Bills were approved and paid.

A motion was made to adjoin by Supervisor Halbur, seconded by Supervisor Schnettler, all
in favor, the August 12th, 2026 meeting was adjourned at 7:42p.m.

Nicole Pierquet

Town Clerk

These minutes were taken at a meeting of the Town of Empire Board held on August 12th,
2026, and entered in this record book on this 9th day of September 2026.

Nicole Pierquet

Town Clerk



