
 

TOWN OF EMPIRE  
Monthly Meeting   

July 8th, 2026  

Chairman Richard Julka called the monthly meeting of the Town Board of the Town of  
Empire to order at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, July 8th, 2026, at the Empire town hall. Notice 
and agenda of this meeting was sent to the Town's official newspaper, the Reporter, and a 
copy is on file with the Town Clerk.  

Present at the meeting were Richard Julka Chairman Scott Schnettler and Ted Halbur, 
Supervisors, Nicole Pierquet, Town Clerk, Gail Schindelholz, Treasurer,Mike Morgan 
Deputy Clerk,Peter Becker, Tom Schindelholz, Trish Schnettler,Dale Theel, Jeff Butke,Matt 
Baumhardt and other town residents.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited  

Chairman Richard Julka announced that a quorum was present and asked if there were any  
additions or corrections to the minutes. Supervisor Halbur made a motion to approve 
minutes Seconded by Supervisor Schnettler all in favor,the June 2026 monthly meeting 
minutes were approved. 

First on the agenda, to Discuss/Act on the Plan Commission recommendation for Dale 
Theel. The Plan Commission voted in favor to rezone approximately 29.174 acres located in 
the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4, Section 11, T15N-R18E, Town of Empire, Fond du Lac County, 
Wisconsin, Tax Parcel No. T08-15-18-11-01-001-00, currently zoned Farmland Preservation 
District. The proposed rezoning would create Lot 1 (1.191 acres) adjoining the public road 
right-of-way and zoned R-1 Residential District, Lot 2 (7.214 acres) adjoining the public road 
right-of-way and zoned R-2 Rural Residential District, and Lot 3 (17.477 acres) adjoining the 
public road right-of-way and zoned A-2 General Agricultural District. Supervisor Schnettler 
commented that normally he is reluctant to rezone A-1 but this is the situation that rezoning 
is appropriate for. Supervisor Schnettler made a motion to approve the rezoning of the 
parcels. Supervisor Halbur 2nd the motion all in favor motion passed. 

Next on the agenda was to Discuss/Act on data centers and a possible 
moratorium.Chairman Julka has spoken to the town's lawyer and he suggested  
changing/amending our zoning ordinance to exclude date centers. We as a town can’t stop 
them but adding this to our ordinances would slow things down. It was decided that we 
would continue talking about this and add it to agendas in the months to come. 

Next on the agenda: Update on Poplar road. The Culvert is in and the road is open! 

Next on the agenda: Consider /Act on opening UTV/ATV routes on County Rd UU from 
Empire Ln to Artesian Rd approximately 2.8miles. Supervisor Schnettler motioned to open 
the UTV/ATV trails on County Rd UU at Empire Ln to Artesian Rd. Supervisor Halbur  2nd 
the motion, all in favor,motion passed. 
 
Next on the agenda: Update on grants nothing new to report still waiting to hear 
back on both grants we have applied for. 

Next on the agenda Discuss/Act on adding an absentee ballot drop box at the town hall. 

 



 

Supervisor Schnettler had sent pictures of a drop box he had seen being used at a business. 
The drop box would work for the town. We would need to order the drop box and have a sign 
made. Supervisor Halbur motioned to purchase the absentee ballot drop box that Supervisor 
Schnettler suggested. Supervisor Schnettler 2nd the motion all in favor motion passed. 

Next on the agenda: Discuss/Act Trees that fall outside of the road right away. Chairman 
Julka mentioned we have had trees falling into the road that are not in the road right away. It 
was discussed pushing it off the road and letting the homeowner clean it up. It was decided 
this is something we should talk about at the next annual meeting 

Last on the agenda: Discuss/Act on unused or extra town equipment. The board discussed 
adding to online auction Chairman Julka will have John O'Brien come look at the items.  

Report on Town Correspondence  

Chairman Julka also mentioned that the town would be looking for a part-time plow 
driver.  

Supervisor Schnettler asked about putting a clause on rezoning that if it’s changed 
from A–1 or A-2 and they don’t end up following through with plans to build, is it 
possible that the land revert back to the original zoning? This is something if we want 
to pursue we would need to talk to the lawyer. 

Supervisor Julka mentioned we should discuss raising fees for the Plan Commission 
and Appeals Board meetings. Clerk Pierquet will check into what other townships are 
charging.  

 

Public comments.  

No public comments 

Bills were approved and paid.  

A motion was made to adjoin by Supervisor Halbur, seconded by Supervisor Schnettler, all 
in favor, the July 8th, 2026 meeting was adjourned at 7:37p.m.  

Nicole Pierquet   
 
Town Clerk  
 
These minutes were taken at a meeting of the Town of Empire Board held on July 8th, 2026, 
and entered in this record book on this 12th day of August 2026.  

Nicole Pierquet  

Town Clerk 

 


